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PANAMUN XXVII Officially Opens!
by Danielle Naor

This year, marking the beginning of PANAMUN XXVII, 
there was a delightful opening ceremony. The ceremo-
ny included a variety of performances and touching 
words from the Secretariat and remarks by this year’s 
keynote speaker. Coming all the way from Washington 
DC, Ms. Deirdre Dlugoleski presented a speech that 
touched the audience. Ms. Dlugoleski is known as a 
human rights scholar who studied law at Yale and NYU. 
What is not evident at first glance, however, is her back-
ground story. When she was younger, she went to a 
beautiful private school but lived in very different 
circumstances than the rest of the people in her school. 
“My family’s total income for a year, was less than the 
cost of one year’s tuition at my high school. I had to do 
my homework under about every blanket I could find 
because in the freezing winters we had to turn the heat 
off at night.” The bewildered glances from the audi-
ence revealed a truth; they were not expecting her 
story to trail along those lines. This mere section of her 
speech reveals the effects of assumptions in an every-
day scenario. These assumptions can oftentimes lead to 
polarization, a very present issue in today’s world.

Ms. Dlugoleski focused on breaking down the meaning 
of polarization, saying, ”The two worlds that I switched 
between in highschool have grown even further apart 
and this is happening all over the world; extreme 
inequality is on the rise. Since the financial crisis in 2008, 
the number of billionaires has almost doubled while 
almost half of the people in the planet  scrape by in 
less than six dollars a day. Ten thousand people die 
everyday because they can’t afford healthcare and 
each day two hundred and sixty two million children 
will not  be allowed to go to school.” Worldviews are 
constantly being restricted to the narrow circumstanc-
es in which a person lives and the changes of empow-
erment aren’t helping overcome that. Due to the 
extent of polarization, people that belong to the lower 
class do not get the same information because in 
areas that don’t have the best education and the 
information is presented in a way that is biased. People 
isolate any information from newspapers and articles 
that go against their beliefs, which in turn, strengthens 
the ideas of mass amounts of polarization. 
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Ms. Dlugoleski closed her speech with inspiring words, 
mentioning how we have the ability to make polariza-
tion better. In conferences such as PANAMUN, the real 
threatening issue with polarization is discussed, and 
bridges are built in order to defeat this pressing matter. 
Ms. Dlugoleski really emphasized that we as the future 
of this world, should fight for everyone’s rights regard-
less of their class or their beliefs.In conferences such as 
this one, we really have to find a way to act upon this 
matter because this is the future of our world.

Following her intriguing speech, Ms. Dlugoleski was 
interviewed. She spoke about her journey upon 
becoming a human rights lawyer. She also mentioned 
why she chose to pursue this career. “I realized that I 
actually had skills that I could bring to the table  by 
virtue of having to constantly switch between worlds 
from having a set of values at home, to a completely 
different set of values at school.”  She mentions that
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A Day in the Life: High School DSG’s
by Daniela Alfaro
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Fernando Silva, this years’ Deputy Secretary General of High 
School, will use all the lessons he’s learned in previous PANA-
MUN’s to try and make this year’s conference the best it can 
be. 
Silva started debating several years ago during PANAMUN 
XXIV as the delegate of Brazil for the SOCHUM committee. 
He explained that not having had the best chairs assigned 
to him was what drove him to do a better job when the 
opportunity arose for him to become a chair. 

However, feeling nervous and scared about not being 
chosen, he abstained from applying the next year and 
decided to better prepare for the job. During PANAMUN 
XXV, Silva was the delegate of Russia for the HRC committee 
and went to debates such as the HACIA democracy, an 
OAS conference led by Harvard. 

He later applied to be chair and got a position as chair of 
the Spanish Committee. After receiving valuable feedback 
from his supervisors, he applied to be part of the Secretariat 
and got accepted. Having held his position for the last 9 
months he stated, “I can’t lie and say that the whole 
process was easy.” He continued, saying, “Definitely there 
were some tensions between the secretariat at first but I feel 
like once we understood each other and understood that 
we’re all here for the common goal of having the confer-
ence, we all came together and had a  nice bonding 
moment.”

Silva looked back on his journey throughout PANAMUN, 
starting as first-time delegate in freshman year, concluding 
with, “It is really interesting to see the concept of being the 
higher person when once you were a delegate in 9th grade, 
just trying to get an award.”

He said he loved seeing people exceeding expectations. 
The conference has surely left an impact on Fernando 
making him more open-minded towards topics concerning 
sexual orientation, race, and culture. He has also learned to 
find solutions to demanding issues and has acquired speak-
ing and leadership skills. Finally, it has taught him that a boss 
does not equal a good leader.

Deputy Secretary General of High School, Markus Kempin, 
says that despite all the hard work that makes PANAMUN 
run, he loves it so much that he’s planning on a future in 
politics after university. He pointed out his conference 
experience to be “hard, stressful but overall rewarding.” 

Given that he’s responsible for training chairs and delegates, 
organizing all delegations to their respective committees, 
supervising them, having over 500 delegates to account for 
during the conference, dealing with the logistics of foreign 
schools and having to create weekly chair meetings, 
Kempin says his work is “very difficult but always very fun.” It

is rewarding when everything works smoothly, and 
when he gets to work with talented and committed 
chairs. When asked what he liked most about the 
conference he responded, “The people -- interacting 
with them is always fun.” 

PANAMUN has certainly had a substantial impact on 
Kempin since it is one of the main reasons he wants to 
go into politics in university. He also believes his 
extensive experience of 11 accumulated confer-
ences, including 5 PANAMUNs, has equipped him with 
a vast amount of knowledge and skills that he is now 
able to pass on.

In terms of Kempin and Silva working together as 
DSG’s of High School, he said they both have the 
same knowledge but Fernando is a more organized 
and structured person, whereas he brings experience 
and passion to the table. When asked if he does 
anything special to prepare for the conference, 
Kempin said, “I’m always ready.”

because she did a lot of community work in highschool 
and in the beginning college, she knew that this was her 
calling. This community work gave her a unique view 
regarding external affairs. Her work comes from sheer 
inspiration due to her past and her incredible work 
comes from her heart. On her first year of college, she 
went to India to participate in a human rights delegation 
as a summer internship which helped her shape her 
decisions. She values working with people who are 
different than her as well as doing work that has an 
impact on the world, which established this as her dream 
job.  
 
Her career has helped shape polarization in an absurd 
amount of ways. The core values of human rights consist 
in fighting against global polarization. “I think that the 
more exposure people have to worlds that are very 
different from their own, the more that it helps to combat 
polarization.” The more you can make this legal world 
accessible to people who would otherwise have it 
inaccessible is a way of helping and combating polariza-
tion. The hard part, according to Ms. Dlugoleski, is 
approaching the people that are opposed to human 
rights protection like the “Trump lovers.” She states that 
she is willing to fight against polarization

for the rest of her life even if it means that she won’t be 
seeing any change while she is still in this world. She is 
fighting for a cause that is so big, that change is gradual 
but effective.  
Next, she gave students a piece of very important 
advice. “The biggest thing you can do is be honest with 
yourselves and with your values. When you start engag-
ing with information, pay attention to what is important 
for you. Don’t base your decisions on what others 
believe of it.” She believes that we don’t have to be 
afraid of what comes in our way. When talking about 
her high school life, she had never expected her life to 
end up this way. Regardless of such, she would not 
change it for the world. Because she heard herself and 
believed in herself, she reached her goals and dreams. 
 
She ended her interview in a very inspiring note. She 
mentioned that being a human rights scholar and 
advocate requires vast amounts of dedication, love and 
vocation. Ms.Dlugoleski demonstrates these traits every-
day when she fights for what she believes in. Polarization 
today is an issue taking over our communities and 
fighting against this is crucial for a bettering and uniting 
the world.If we fight together we will eventually defeat 
this problem for good.

Building Bridges in... ICJ
by Lea Alshoul

This year, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) commit-
tee will be tackling the following issue: the dispute 
between the United States of America and Palestine 
over the transfer of the American embassy in 2018, from 
Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. In the committee, defenders and 
prosecutors take a stance on a current issue. They 
present their arguments to judges, who must vote upon 
the final resolution based upon the assertions of each 
side. Reportedly, the transfer has violated Resolution 181 
from the United Nations Security Council. Introduced in 
1947, the resolution states that Jerusalem should stay 
untouched as it is identified as a shared jurisdiction 
between Arabic nations and Jewish states.  According 
to Palestine, transferring the embassy to this location 
should be consequential, suggesting building an embas-
sy impacts the land. In contrast, the US argues that they 
have not violated any UN resolution or international laws. 
The defendant maintains that they are innocent, 
suggesting that they did not destroy any land with the 
transfer and therefore have kept Jerusalem untouched. 

After two years of arguing, the two sides have not been 
able to reach an agreement. Correspondingly, the ICJ 
committee believes they may identify a solution, bringing 
peace between the two nations. For the first day of the 
conference, Marcos Jaen and Kim Junhyoek will be 
presenting the major evidence as part of the perspec-
tive from prosecutors of Palestine. Likewise, Arthur Hoorn-
aert and Andres Larios will be doing the same as part of 
the defenders -- the US. According to Marcos Jaen, this

position is nerve-racking, yet exciting. Having such a 
powerful role, he is responsible for expressing his 
country’s role in a convincing manner. Judges will be 
evaluating all evidence, by questioning the reliability 
of each one. Each sides presentation is important, as 
their quality of arguments will help judges to best 
determine a solution by the end of the conference. 

Quoting from one of the chairs, Diego Abrego, “This is 
what PANAMUN is all about: finding solutions”. Being a 
current conflict, the International Court of Justice will 
be discussing impactful change. As they determine a 
set resolution, Palestine and the US may unite togeth-
er. Relationships may be improved, creating peace, 
and building bridges.
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PANAMUN DAY ONETraditional Art Against Contemporary Issues
by Guinevere van Strien

This year’s Panamun Art Show tackles modern issues using 
techniques that go back to the middle ages. “Preparing for 
the PANAMUN art show is always a big-big step” says middle 
and high school art teacher Mrs. Faulkner. Every year the 
Performing Arts Center hosts an interdisciplinary art collabo-
ration with pieces by several art classes that focuses on the 
conference theme. “They owned the theme...they connect-
ed to these contemporary issues through art” she says. 

To build up to the exhibition, the students began practicing 
the skills and techniques that they would need for the 
project in August and then researched themes that seemed 
interesting to them. After that, they learned about a specific 
type of art to begin sketching their ideas. “Sequential art is a 
great medium because it is more approachable to younger 
students as well,” Mrs.Faulkner adds.

This year, the aim was to combine art history with contempo-
rary issues. Students looked back into the troubled times of 
the past, specifically the dark ages, which led them to 
incorporate gothic art styles in their depiction of modern 
conflicts. This is why there is a motif of the golden arches 
throughout the exhibition, as it could be seen among various 
gothic artists. Mrs. Faulkner comments that she was inspired 
by a painting that depicted the annunciation, where the 
angel tells the Virgin Mary that she will be having the child of 
God, and where we can see her turning away from the 
child in refusal of that responsibility. “It is the only painting 
when we see her humanity, which I thought was strong” she 
states, explaining her decision for this concept.

 “[The students] got very excited,” Mrs. Faulkner explained, 
noting how many students used issues from their country of 
origin, “They are very personal,” she added. With a glimpse 
at the exhibition we can see depictions of the immigrant 
center in Darien, Saudi women demanding rights, the riots 
against China’s oppressive government, and the wall divid-
ing the United States and Mexico. Mrs. Faulkner mentions a 
Panamanian student who is very familiar with life at public 
schools and how frustrated he was at how the government 
claims to be interested in providing good education for the 
entire population, yet the education level never rises, which 
he depicted through his art. Truly, the conflicts are “very 
close to home, and you can see that in their pieces”. 



How do Chairs Prepare for PANAMUN?
by Lea Alshoul

First Time Delegate vs. Fourth Time Delegate
by Kai Rowlands 
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Being a chair is a large role. During conferences, chairs 
are responsible in leading personalized debates within 
their own committees. To optimally lead, these individu-
als must prepare months prior.

Yussef Palis, a chair in the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC) committee, has provided an 
insight into the specific preparation the role has 
required him to do. According to Yussef, it is the chairs 
who decide the topics that are debated in each 
committee. Upon 
being accepted into the position, chairs are encour-
aged to perform adequate research in order to select 
the best topic the topic to address. They are provided 
a broad guideline, where the topic must relate to the 
theme of the year. In Yussef’s case, he decided to 
address the rapid increase of drug prices, as he reflect-
ed on how these rises restrain certain people in society 
from purchasing medical supplements. He identified 
that this crisis directly correlated with Building Bridges, 
as finding a solution unites humanity as a whole.

After finalizing a topic, it is the chairs who write the issue 
bulletin delegates reference upon when initiating their 
research. With peer revision and perfectionism, over 
two months were spent on these bulletins before pub-
lishing them on the PANAMUN website.

In addition, chairs were then set to practice their lead-
ership. Every monday in the months prior to PANAMUN, 
chairs sacrificed their time afterschool in order to go 
over their procedure. They needed to familiarize them-
selves with their committee and the conference sched-
ule. According to Yussef Palis, it was frustrating as he 
struggled going through the procedure in the begin-
ning. However, as he improved in time for the confer-
ence, he felt satisfied, pointing out his growth. 

A week prior to the conference, chairs have been 
required to stay until 5pm on a daily basis. During that 
time, they have supported their admins with the set up 
of their committee and resolved any final concerns. 

From this effort, the chairs have been capable to 
initiate the conference fully prepared. Quoting the 
ECOSOC chair, “Preparing for the role is a lot of hard 
work, but it is certainly worth it. It’s satisfying to set out a 
topic and observe delegates passionately debating 
about it. Without months of preparation, PANAMUN 
wouldn’t have these quality resolutions by the end of 
conferences. The preparation is crucial, as the enthusi-
asm and confidence of the chairs reflect on their 
committees.” 

One of the interesting aspects of PANAMUN is 
the various ages of the students attending, 
ranging from seventh graders to seniors. Even 
though this age gap could cause some issues, 
in doesn’t tend to. Many older students use 
their experience as an opportunity to help the 
younger delegates and pass down the knowl-
edge they’ve gained over the years. However, 
there are some pretty drastic differences 
between a first-year delegate and a 
fourth-year delegate.

While walking the hallways between lunches I 
ran into Chase Rhodes, Chase is a first-year 
Middle School delegate, attending the Metro-
politan School of Panama. Chase said he 
chose to attend PANAMUN because he felt it 
was a good way to meet new people as well 
as a way for him to expand his knowledge of 
politics and global issues. Chase approached 
the conference with a positive mindset, even 
though he knew that others knew more than 
him, he embraced that and let those people 
teach him more about the topics he enjoys. He 

destruction as well as over-population. He is 
representing the country of Nigeria, he is thankful, 
though, for being assigned a country that does 
not have the biggest role in the committee’s 
issues because it allows him to embrace learning 
from others. So far in the short time that PANAMUN 
has been in session Chase has already learned 
about clauses in addition to learning a lot about 
the issues debated along with seeing the different 
points of view of the issues.

On the way back to the EchoPress room I ran into 
Marcos, a college student who is acting as an 
advocate after delegate’s from Chile were 
unable to attend. Due to his skills in debate, Mrs. 
Mooney asked him to fill in for this year. Marcos 
was a delegate for 3 years and chaired his senior 
year at ISP. When asked about PANAMUN, he 
remembered that he initially attended PANAMUN 
just because it was mandatory. After he got over 
the fact that he was forced to do it, he actually 
really enjoyed it. In the following years he ended 
up winning awards and eventually chairing his 
senior year. Coming back this year, he feels his 
experience has helped him a lot -- people in the 
committees look up to him. Marcos credits PANA-
MUN with helping him develop good research 
skills, organization, and leadership. Marcos also 
feels that PANAMUN helps anyone realize the 
importance of looking at other points of view, 
emphasizing that listening to other delegate’s 
opinions was one of the most vital lessons that he 
learned during his time in PANAMUN.


