
Adrian Aranda, Panama

Luisa Perez Lopez, Curaçao 

Jason Hodes, Panama

Megan Zavala, Panama

The Daily Gavel
PANAMUN XXVII Day Two

by EchoPress

Building Bridges: Confronting Global Polarization Day Two Editionwww.panamun.org

HUMANS OF PANAMUN
by Danielle Naor

Entertainment

Building Bridges: Confronting Global Polarization Day Two Editionwww.panamun.org

We thank our 
sponsor for their 
support to our 
conference.

Follow us at @PANAMUN on 
Instagram and Snapchat!

“One big challenge for 
me is speaking in front of 

the whole committee 
because I sometimes 
forget what to say or 

don’t find the words to 
express my ideas 

because of 
the pressure.”

Jose Carlos Martinez, Honduras

“I decided to come to 
PANAMUN because I 

wanted to try something 
new and my school was 
offering to come to this 

conference so I gave it a 
try. This is my first time 
debating and so far, it 

has been a really great 
experience.”

Maria Fernanda Caceres, Panama

“I am very interested in 
saving the environment 

and helping it, so  I 
decided to take a risk 
and sign up to be a 

delegate in this years 
PANAMUN conference.It 

has been really interesting 
to encounter different 
perspectives regarding 

the same topic.”  

“My favorite aspect of 
PANAMUN so far, have 
been the icebreakers 

because they facilitated 
my role in presenting my 
opening speeches. I was 
very nervous to present 

the opening speech,and 
after the icebreaker, I 

realized it was a lot easier 
than what it seemed.” 

“I personally liked being 
a delegate more, 
despite thoroughly 

enjoying my position as 
a chair now, because I 
really enjoy debating 

and I really like forming 
resolutions. But being a 
chair has also been an 
amazing experience 
that I don’t regret.” 

“PANAMUN is import-
ant because it can 

present a solution for 
problems.The MUN 

impact for me is the 
approach that this 
conference has on 
making our words 

today count as
potential actions.” 
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Taking MUN to the Next Level
by Guinivere Van Strien
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A Day in the Life: The Secretary General
by Daniela Alfaro

Mariana Colmenares is this year’s Secretary 
General. Colmenares started debating in 7th 
grade and hasn’t stopped ever since. She has 
been a chair at PANAMUN, THIMUN in the 
Hague, and CGS in Greece. As Secretary Gener-
al, she has to make sure everything is running 
smoothly while supervising DSGs and ensuring 
that everyone is communicating with one anoth-
er. The demanding charge requires her to take 
care of complex logistics while training chairs 
and delegates. 

“We live in a society where we have a genera-
tional gap that is so big that it makes us think 
we’re completely different from the adults who 
raised us,” Colmenares said, “but actually 
because we live in a more globalized world, I 
think we’re more aware of our differences.” She 
said that globalization is a benefit -- but only if 
one makes it such. 

What she likes most about her position is that she 
is able to be a part of everything, unlike DSGs 
who only focus on a specific area. Getting to do 
a little bit of everything, before and during the 
conference, allows her to have a better under-
standing of it wholly.

Colmenares stated that the conferences make 
students think differently, saying, “At the end of 
the day, students are the future of the world.” 
She went on to explain that if one helps students 
understand the effects of their actions when they 
grow older, they will hopefully be more careful 
than the people now, alleviating the large scale 
polarization we’re dealing with right now.

She finished by saying that just because a person 
is aware of everyone else’s differences, that 
doesn’t mean they will use them to an advan-
tage. There is always the possibility of someone 
who is aware of people’s differences as well as 
their own and decides to use them as separa-
tions and limitations. However, if one chooses to 
celebrate these differences and utilize globaliza-
tion to their favor, they join the fight against 
polarization.

A student-led Model United Nations conference is weeks of 
preparation that lead up to three days worth of rigorous 
debating. In the process, delegates push themselves to 
their limits and become experts in their position. As soon as 
it's over, however, all the excitement and dedication 
dissipates and delegates simply become students once 
again. MUN could be taken so much further. 

Luckily, Andrew R. Newman, the Model United Nations 
Director at John Burroughs School in St.Louis, explains the 
program called MUN Impact does just that.

“People even on the bus ride over here were completely 
intrigued,” said Newman as he talked about MUN Impact. 
It’s an initiative designed to inform, inspire, and motivate 
students to make MUN work a bigger part of their lives. He 
is on sabbatical this year to help MUN Impact grow in 
Central America, noting that the students are “mini experts 
on these topics, so it’s exciting to take it to the next level!”
 
His goal is to expand on initiatives that may already exist in 
schools to show students that what they are doing can 
make a real-world difference. This way, for example, 
students can meet with actual UN representatives, and 
even the Secretary-General, to present their ideas. He 
gave an example of a tampon drive at his school meant to 
raise awareness of period poverty and fight the stigma 
around women's needs. 

He commented on the impact this project made “espe-
cially on the boys, who the girls actually took out to the 
grocery store to buy femenine hygiene products, for them 
to look at the boxes and confront it personally.” The 
initiative collected over 10,000 products for a women’s 
safehouse in St. Louis. Afterwards, he said “going to the UN 
and talking about the project inspired all of these students” 
because they realized their actions had actual influence. 
“It’s actually quantifiable now.” 

“An army of MUN students over half a million strong 
working towards all these goals, that’s really significant. 
That's what we’re here for, to help tie that in,” Newman 
said. MUN Impact also organizes ways for students to 
attend various conferences. For example, Newman 
mentioned a plan to go to the crime congress in Kyoto 
where foreign ministers, educators, and NGOs will be 
attending. Also there is a youth summit before that, as well 
as an oceans summit in Morocco. 

You can apply to attend through MUNimpact.org, where 
you can explain your own actions and be selected to join. 
During one of these events, students do the same as in 
MUN, but with real policy makers, meaning students can 
actually inspire changing rules of law. “Thats what im 
hoping to do, to impress upon the students that the work 
your doing isn't just on a piece of paper that disappears 
when your done,” Newman says.  

Mr. Newman notes that at first a lot of students are appre-
hensive or cynical about how much of a difference they 
can make, because the issues seem way too big for them 
to tackle. “What can a highschool student do about sex 

trafficking or drug trafficking? Well, we need to start small 
and the smalls build up and create movement,” he said. An 
example is the tampon drive, which started out small, too. 
“It gives us adults hope,” Newman said, “You come up with 
really brilliant and creative ideas, which is what im here to 
look for.” 

Another example is a student initiative meant to explore 
MUN from a different angle. It started with a musical piece 
about drug trafficking as part of a MUN opening ceremony, 
the idea of which grew into an entire album with 16 songs 
about each SDG target that MUN Impact focuses on. 
Newman explains that after looking for sponsors and 
mentors, they have started to recruit students “so they can 
also share their voice that way.”

There was also a group of students hosting their first MUN in 
Afghanistan, where they were using their cellphones to 
work on and distribute resolutions. These weren't, however, 
modern up-to-date devices and were instead often flip 
phones, so they were having trouble sharing documents. 
One of Mr.Newman’s students identified this inequality in 
resources and how it was limiting their education. So the 
student created a secondhand cellphone and computer 
drive. 

As an extension of the project, students in the technology 
department learned to wipe the devices of identifying 
details while preserving the essentials, and they donated 10 
computers and a few cell phones in the first run. Now, four 
years later, they have donated 250 computers to three 
different countries. Newman also noted the gender 
inequality that initially existed at the school in Afghanistan, 
as mostly boys had devices. But now he said all of the 
students have access to these resources and are able to 
participate equally thanks to the project. 

Newman commented on the nature of Model United 
Nations by saying that it isn't a competition like other school 
events may be. “You can’t win in PANAMUN, the winning is 
going out and actually applying those goals.” That is what 
MUN Impact is for.
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PANAMUN DAY TWOBuilding Bridges: What’s going on in HCC?
by Kai Rowlands

The Historical Crisis Committee is one of PANAMUN’s 
special committees: Unlike most committees, the 
HCC travels back in time during the conference to 
reenact historical events, complete with represen-
tations of historical figures. These delegates have 
the chance to rewrite history while dealing with the 
various crises that the chairs throw their way.

This year, delegates are recreating the 1978 Iranian 
revolution, acting as ministers in the Iranian govern-
ment. Iran is located in the Middle East and is 
bordered by seven countries including Turkey, Iraq, 
Pakistan, and Afghanistan.

Beginning with the discovery of oil in May of 1908, 
Iran became practically untouchable due to its 
new ties to the United States. After Reza Shah 
Pahlavi was forced to abdicate in September of 
1941, his son Mohammad Reza took over as Shah. 
The Shah was largely credited with the moderniza-
tion of Iran. He began this modernization cam-
paign in 1945 by controversially changing the 
country’s name from Persia to Iran. 

Many of the Shah’s modernization decrees were 
quite controversial, such as requiring citizens to 
wear Western clothes rather than Turbans and 
robes. Even though many modernizations were 
beneficial, they made the Shah unpopular. 

After multiple uprisings and protests, the Shah was 
finally overthrown in February of 1979, by an exiled 
religious leader, Ayatollah Khomeini. Ayatollah 
Khomeini used his religious influence as well as his 
Madrasas (religious schools) to spread upsetting 
information about the Shah to the local population, 
fueling revolts that eventually overthrew the Shah.

This year’s delegates will be reliving the 1979 Revo-
lution, with all its crises and twists and turns, as well 
as ones coordinated by the chairs. Delegates will 
need to creatively solve problems under pressure.

The chairs present crises whenever there is a lull in 
the debate, always keeping delegates on their 
feet. On Wednesday alone, the delegates began 
their conference with a crisis, the delegates 
listened to a leaked phone call of a mother whose 
husband had died in one of the protests. The call 
said, “Oh no, my baby, left without a father. Who 

will take care of us now, we have nothing 
left. My baby's father is gone and will not 
return. The protests ended his life and will 
continue to end many.” The delegates had 
to quickly discuss how to deal with this issue, 
trying to find ways to right what seemed like 
a sinking ship. 

On Thursday delegates faced a new crisis, 
one that I personally partook in, myself and 3 
other delegates from other committees 
acted as water workers who were threat-
ened by the Minister of Justice’s wife as well 
as the SAVAK. 

The SAVAK was the Shah’s equivalent of a 
secret police force.  In HCC no one is safe, 
there are backstabbers everywhere, and not 
even the Minister of Justice knew of this crisis 
before it occurred. 

The chairs have a document full of crisis 
ideas that will continuously keep the dele-
gates engaged and under pressure. Even 
though the committee may seem difficult 
due to the constant pressure, the delegates 
and chairs of this committee openly admit 
that the conference is a lot of fun and that 
the constant bombardment of crises ensures 
that no one will get bored.



The Middle School Social
by Lea Alshoul

A Snapshot of Polarization: Worldwide Protests
by Guinivere Van Strien
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In recent weeks, news headlines around the world 
have been dominated by protests and conflict.

In Chile, following a rise in public transportation 
prices, people have taken to the streets to protest 
income inequality. The list of complaints that drives 
Chile’s protesters has grown exponentially and they 
have a focus on the income inequality that divides 
the country. It has become a battle between the 
wealthy and poor: citizens versus their government. 
The BBC reports that even among the violence, 
theft, and arson, the civilians feel their concerns are 
being ignored by President Piñera, the billionaire 
businessman that leads the government (Reality 
Check). Even after the government retracted the 
fare hikes for metro, protests have only intensified. 

Elsewhere across the globe, from Ecuador to Asia, 
protests have peaked as well. There is a motif of 
opposing groups growing further apart as uprising 
advances, sparking a further increase in extreme 
opinions and demands. Driven by anger over 
inequality and violations of human rights, protests 
have gotten more extreme. Many protests are 
fueled and inspired by those in other countries.

In Ecuador, the government decided to eliminate 
fuel subsidies, the ensuing spike in petrol prices 
enraged Ecuadorians, particularly indigenous and 
rural communities. The country has been in unrest 
since.

In Lebanon, civilians are calling out the government's 
mismanagement and corruption by demanding a fix 
to their suffering under inequality and economic 
instability. According to the BBC, similar protests 
against government corruption can be seen in Iraq 
and Egypt, citizens have accused their politicians of 
misusing funds and ignoring their people’s needs.

The BBC also reports on how elsewhere, people are 
daring to oppose authoritative systems in which they 
feel trapped, such as Hong Kong’s uprising against 
China’s control. Again, the protests continued even 
after controversial decisions were revoked. Tactics 
seen in these protests were mimicked by uprisings in 
Barcelona and their Catalan struggle.

Additionally, there have also been countless climate 
change rallies opposing governments’ inactivity 
towards environmental concerns, including those 
inspired by Greta Thunberg’s initiatives (BBC). Millions 
swarmed the streets on every corner of the world, 
including Panama. In many cases, protesters target-
ed state leaders with signs and chants (Blunt and de 
Mello Franco). 

It appears that rather than being limited by country 
boundaries, a sense of empowerment has become 
global.  

At PANAMUN, we want everyone to feel com-
fortable, and recognizing debating may be 
frightening, especially for the first time, the 
Middle School social provides the opportunity 
to overcome this feeling. The idea  started last 
year, when the Middle School section of PANA-
MUN was launched with whole committees of 
only Middle Schoolers.  While the social event is 
not obligatory, it is highly encouraged to opti-
mize the community bond between delegates. 

As Middle Schoolers debate independently 
from high school, the middle school social 
provides the opportunity for every individual to 
feel accepted in the conference. The Middle 
School DSGs and chairs participate, to elimi-
nate any feeling of intimidation delegates may 
have felt towards them during the outset of the 
conference. Considering foreign delegates 
may feel left out due to the amount of ISP 
students, the event avoids thisby providing the 
opportunity to make new friends. 

This year, the Middle School social 
occurred during the first day after the 
conference, taking place from 
3:30-6:00 at Crazy Park in Altaplaza 
mall. Around 50 people participated 
and united through a variety of activi-
ties offered at the location. 

From laser tag and  arcade games to 
climbing up a jungle gym, the activi-
ties have encouraged everyone to 
feel welcomed  at PANAMUN. Quot-
ing Paloma Manterola, one of the 
DGS of Middle School, “The middle 
school social was a lot of fun, it’s 
definitely worth it. The event has been 
proven to be a success, as I feel that 
the middle school community really 
comes together through this event.” 
She ended by saying, “We all have 
gotten to know each other at a 
deeper level.” 


