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What does it mean to build bridges?
by Daniela Alfaro and Rashmi Hemrajani

This year's PANAMUN theme is Building Bridges: Con-
fronting Global Polarization. The theme encompasses 
all types of divides the world is faced with today and 
these are reflected in the issues being debated in PAN-
AMUN this year; from polarization of political ideolo-
gies, to religious beliefs to economic divides, this year’s 
theme represents it all. The idea of building bridges 
prompts reflection on the separation of beliefs that 
exists all around us, asking the question: How are we 

Our world today is far more globalized than it has ever 
been, yet polarization continues to prevail. The inter-
net, the breaking down of social and cultural barriers, 
the conjoinment of nationalities and religion continues 
to progress due to the increase of globalization. How-
ever, our world continues to be divided -- divided by 
race, ethnicity, culture, economic standing, religious 
and political beliefs, and more. Why is it that as a 
global society we have become more interconnect-
ed, and at the same time, continue to isolate ourselves

Building bridges is about confronting our divergence. It is 
about understanding that in order to progress, we must cross 
the intangible barriers, the bridge that separates us, and 
work collaboratively in order to unite our differences. It is 
about joining forces to thrive as a community, and not as 
individuals. Building bridges is about combating the idea 
that we must be hostile and conflictive towards those who 
do not share the same ideas as us, the ideas we believe 
make us who we are. Building bridges is about finding a 

The issues in PANAMUN this year are representative of the 
theme Building Bridges: Confronting Global Polarization and 
strive to begin a dialogue on these issues from the standpoint 
of diverse and polarizing stances. The goal in PANAMUN is to 
debate these issues in a civil, diplomatic manner that is 
meant to create consensus, not divide. This is what building 
bridges means. It means considering all stances as valid, 
despite our personal disagreements, to create a change 
that is both positive and effective. It means realizing that it is 
in each and every one of our hands to look beyond 
ourselves and work together to build a middle ground, a 

meant to work together when we live at opposite
sides?

based on our beliefs?

middle ground.

bridge between our seperation.

Entertainment

ACROSS
2) Which secretariat member’s middle name is 
snake?
8) What is the DSG of External Affairs’ nationality?
9) Where does the Secretary-General want to go 
to college?

DOWN
1) Which secretariat member shares their birthday 
with Joe Biden?
3) What does the DSG of High School (Fernando) 
want to study?
4) What is the DSG of High School’s (Markus) 
favorite thing to say?
5) Where was the DSG of Special Committees 
born?
6) What was the DSG of Middle School’s (Gigi) first 
committee?
7) Which secretariat member is obsessed with 
Quentin Tarantino?

panamun

Panama Model United Nations
Humans of PANAMUN

panamun
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Can you guess these facts about the secretariat?
Follow us at @panamun for clues!



Let’s Talk About Action
by Danielle Naor

MUN impact is based on the idea of transporting our 
academic debates during the conference into real life 
change. It is a community movement for engagement 
with the United Nations. The overall goal is to establish a 
sense of action within communities through debate.

It is clear that the people who participate in debates, 
such as PANAMUN, are passionate and eager to estab-
lish change. The program focuses on action that 
supports the mission and mandates of the United 
Nations, particularly the Sustainable Development

The MUN impact program is compiling a list of ideas 
that will be able to inspire the community of Model 
United Nation delegates to put their already creative 
mindsets into action-oriented notions and activities. 
The program is still growing and is a work in progress 
that, throughout the years, has improved and gath-
ered many communities who are passionate for 
action. The idea of having a MUN impact has grown to 
such an extent that a conference is being brain-
stormed. This conference will be based on the ideas of 
MUN impact, including action, brainstorming and 
potentially providing working solutions for the recurring 
issue that delegates are debating upon.  

The MUN impact organization already has active 
participants. In October of 2018, a debate group in 
Afghanistan partnered with the United States Embassy 
in Afghanistan to develop the “Foster Model UN Train-
ing and Competitions Throughout Universities in 
Afghanistan.” This movement aims to establish MUN 
teams throughout the country and hold conferences 
which impact this small communities. This example of a 
MUN impact is a great first step to raise awareness in a 
country about the principles and essence of debates.  

In PANAMUN, we are beginning to adapt the ideas of 
MUN Impact, using the momentum and ideas 
presented during the conference to create an 
impact in our communities. Mrs. Mooney, one of the 
organizers of this event, believes that this addition of 
MUN impact is crucial for an exhaustive MUN experi-
ence: “We do CAS, we do MEDUCA service, we have 
kids that are involved in all of this stuff. All of these 
great things are happening where kids do things 
inside of school, outside of school, and since every kid 
in this school does MUN, maybe we should frame 
these around the sustainable development goals and 
have kids making new links to what they do in MUN to 

After receiving positive feedback from this program, 
Ms. Mooney decided to act upon this propitious idea. 
This year, ISP students and PANAMUN chairs, Lucas 
Reveco, Lucas Falla, Paola Moscarella, Joey Toppe, 
Hamza Yafar, Wilfred Eskildsen and Isabel Fonseca, 
alongside Mrs. Mooney, are focusing on bringing MUN 
impact to Panama. They are really looking forward to 
implementing this action step into our program, 
because it gives the delegates the full experience of 
debating and seeing their ideas develop in real life. 
Ms. Mooney believes that: “People shouldn’t limit 
themselves what just happened in the debate, but 
come with solutions that influence our world.” The 
whole idea of debating is to influence our community 
by acting upon our resolutions to current world prob-
lems. The students implementing the program have 
been meeting up and brainstorming this concept 
and decided that it is “a great program” because it is 
going to “make delegates feel empowered and 
more passionate about their topic.” MUN impact is 
going to form a revolutionary approach to our regular 
debates that we know of today. MUN Impact strives 
for action and large-scale impacts in communities, 
 

For more information regarding MUN impact:
https://munimpact.org/blog/     

Goals (SDG’s).

what they do in real life.”

giving hope to our world.
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MUN Conference in Afghanistan



One of PANAMUN’s committees, The United Nations Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP), focuses on the ever threatening 
environmental issues we face worldwide. This year they are 
working on addressing alternatives to single-use plastics and 
wildlife in captivity, while last year they discussed agricultural 
deforestation and unsustainable wildlife trade. These issues 
become a focus for delegates throughout the three days of 
the conference; but is this awareness taken with them once 

It is undeniable that there has been an increase in environmen-
tal awareness globally, and even nationally in Panama. It is also 
undeniable that ISP is trying hard to keep up. A schoolwide 
focus on climate has been building up the past years, which is 
clear by looking at what students in ISP have been up to. 

A group of ISP students recently helped introduce a carbon tax 
to Panama’s politicians through lobbying with “Ciudadanos 
por un Clima Vivible”. It started around six months ago when ISP 
student Gigi Hodes attended one of the “Fridays for Future” 
protests in Panama, held to address the lack of action 
surrounding climate change. There she met Tamara Kellog, a 
co-founder of the Citizens Climate Lobby (CCL) or “Ciudada-
nos por un Clima Vivible” in Panama. This US organization works 
to pass climate regulation legislations by directly approaching 
politicians. They have been working on a carbon tax, known as 
a Carbon Fee Dividend, and is meant to create an economic 
incentive to move to greener fuels and products. The tax is 
applied at the source of the product (such as mines and ports) 
and the money is redistributed to the people to account for the 

During Panama’s recent elections, the organization met with 
candidates to propose the bill and discuss whether they would 
back it when they are in office. Gigi introduced the organiza-
tion to the school, and recruited a team of ISP students and 

First they were taught lobbying skills to use when they visited 
the Asamblea Nacional, or the National Assembly, in 
Panama to introduce the law to politicians and discuss how 
feasible it is for the country. Not only did this provide first 
hand lobbying experience for the students, but also 
marked a step forward for Panama as a whole.

ISP itself is working hard to provide more opportunities for 
students to participate in similar projects. There are 
school-wide clubs (such as the Sustainability Club) and 
service trips (such as beach clean ups, and even one that 
addresses the invasive Sea Lion species) which are

A big step was when the Student Council welcomed a new 
member: Environmental Liaison Julia Hietavirta, who is also 
the chair of the Eco Committee. Their current goal is to 
make ISP and Eco School, which is a program run by the 

The committee’s current focuses are: climate change, 
biodiversity, and waste. So far they have built a sapling 
nursery, planned systematic tree plantings, worked on a 
new website, and middle school students are creating a 
YouTube channel to share steps that everyone can take to 
help. Julia is head of the recycling branch, so she is taking 
inventory of the recycling bins (to address the multiple 
overlapping systems) and is planning a uniform labelling 
system which will coincide with Panama’s specific 
 

It is clear that the knowledge gained from debating similar 
issues in PANAMUN has been applied to create real 
change. Although debating issues such as “Addressing 
alternatives to single-use plastics” may seem like one 
politicians or people who have power should be the ones 
creating change, the work of ISP students allows us to 
consider the possibility that it may in our hands and within 
our capabilities to create the change we discussed in

Climate Change: Do Students Care?
by Guinevere van Strien

A few of the members at the lobby together with Juan Diego
Vasquez, the youngest deputy in the Assamblea Nacional.

leaving PANAMUN’s debates? 

increase in the product’s prices.  

teachers eager to help.

committees.

becoming increasingly more elaborate.

recycling abilities.

Foundation for Environmental Education.

Delegate Checklist:
How to make the most out of PANAMUN XXVII

We asked current chairs with past chairing experience what is to be expected from a good delegate and what is 
taken into consideration when choosing best delegate. 

 ◦ Well-researched: This delegate knows where their country stands in the issue and know their relations
 with other countries.
 

 ◦ Thinks ahead: A good delegate comes to the conference with ideas for their resolutions already in
 mind. These go beyond what is stated in the issue bulletin.

 ◦ Meaningful Effort: It is clear that the delegate has put time, work and care throughout the entire
 conference

 ◦ Inclusive: A good delegate works to include everyone and knows that everyone is here for a
 memorable conference. This delegate brings out the best in others.

 ◦ Doesn’t take over: There is a difference between being a leader and being a dictator in the
 committee. Letting others speak is as important as speaking yourself.  

 ◦ Quality over Quantity: This is key. A good delegate talks when appropriate. Their statements and
 decisions are well thought out and relevant.

Chairs, how would you describe someone deserving the “best delegate” title?  
“If it weren’t for them, the committee wouldn’t have been the same.”  
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Panama Celebrates its 500th Anniversary!
by Guinevere van Strien

Panama is not only a popular place to go on 
holiday, it is also abundant in holidays. It has 
almost 30 different nationally recognized festivi-
ties every year, and more are added-on special 

On August 15th 2019, Panama City celebrated 
its 500th anniversary, making it the oldest Spanish 
founded city near the American Pacific. Activi-
ties such as art exhibitions and musical perfor-
mances were set up throughout the city for both 
the young and old. This also included parades 
with folk dancers, depictions of historical figures, 
activities at shopping centers, and the release of 
hundreds of butterflies. This same day also coin-
cided with another occasion: the inauguration 

What Makes This Conference Unique?
by Lea Altshoul

PANAMUN has been held annually at ISP for 
the past 27 years, with a fresh team of 
seniors preparing for the conference each 
time. And every year, the team passes on 
the strengths and weaknesses of that year’s 
conference to their successors. This year, 
being the 27th conference, is expected to 
  
 
For starters, it’s going to be a large confer-
ence. This year, there are over 20 commit-
tees in Spanish and English across middle 
school and high school committees. The 
conference continues to ensure inclusion, 
by accepting foreigner delegates for any 
position and giving young students a 
chance to participate as delegates. How-
ever, one thing that makes this conference 
unlike any other is its fresh set of topics to 
debate on, based on the annual theme of 
the conference: Building Bridges: Confront-

This year’s PANAMUN conference has intro-
duced a brand new committee for the first 
time: United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD). This commit-
tee focuses on creating policies, related to 
all aspects of development: trade, aid, 
transport, finance, and technology. While it 
was founded in 1964 by the United Nations, 
it had never been a part of PANAMUN until 
now. This was purposefully selected, as it fits 
accordingly with this year’s theme. As the is 
Confronting Global Polarization, organizers 
of the conference Heather Mooney and 
Aura Urroz felt that it fit right in. After all, it is a 
committee all about development and 
finding policies to fix problems. That is exact-
ly what’s needed in order to confront global 
polarization. Without policies, there’s no 

However, that is not the only thing that 
makes this conference unique. In addition 
to a new committee, PANAMUN XXVII is 
seeking to restructure the format for debat-
ing. Everyone may expect a visitor to pass 
by their room during the conference 
because committee speakers are being 
introduced. Every committee is going to 
receive a private keynote speaker, who will 
be providing a speech upon a topic related 
to the committee’s theme. The identity of 
these special guests is going to be a surprise, 
as they will be revealed at any point 
throughout the three-day conference. This 
will create a more individualized, memora-

PANAMUN is constantly changing. After 27 
years, improvements continue to be made. 
With the conferences improving every year, 
this one is going to be unlike any other. Dele-
gates, get ready! PANAMUN XXVII is going to 
be a conference you will never forget!

Although these celebrations were specific to the 
district of Panama, the whole country is known 
for its abundant holidays, celebrations, and 
national pride. As Ms. Mozes, ISP’s Panamanian 
Studies teacher explained, Mes de la Patria is 
the most important of these occasions. It 
extends throughout the entire month of Novem-
ber, which celebrates Panama’s history, culture, 
and nationalism. On the 3rd Panama celebrates 
the separation from Colombia, the 4th is Nation-
al Symbol day, the 10th celebrates the uprising 
of Los Santos, and the 28th commemorates Pan-
ama's independence of Spain. Ms. Mozes adds 
that throughout this month “you can feel how 
proud people are of Panama and to be living 
here.” There are parades and festivals through-
out the country, schools performing on televi-
sion, everything is decorated in national colours, 
and people make sure to wear their Panama 
 

The last soccer world cup was another occasion 
where Panama’s pride stood out. There was a 
huge celebration when Panama entered the 
World Cup for the first time, so huge that every-
one was rewarded a day off. “It was a big deal,” 
Ms. Mozes said, “everyone was so proud just 
seeing Panama on TV, this happens whenever 
we get represented internationally: we get 
goosebumps”. Panama is a country known and 
proud of its exuberant national pride, as is clear 
through our vibrant celebrations throughout the 

occasions. 

of the Panama canal in 1914. 

football shirt.

year!

be the best one yet.

ing Global Polarization.

enforced change.

ble conference.
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